ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A combination camcorder handset device in a clam-shell form factor that has at 
least two operational modes- one of which is a phone mode wherein the device is used 
by holding the device to the ear and talking, and another of which is a camera mode 
wherein the device is rotated on its side so the screen is pointed horizontally and the 
device is held in one hand just like a traditional camcorder. The angle of the device's 
clam-shell hinge determines the operational mode. The camera points in a direction 
perpendicular to the axis along which the keys on the keyboard keys move when pressed. 
The camera may be contained in a removable camera module. Straps on the keyboard 
half hold the device in place when the device is held with one hand during camera mode. 
Buttons along the side of the keyboard half perform functions such as shutter release, 
zoom-in, and zoom-out, and are within immediate access of the fingers of the hand that is 
holding the device. 
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